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CHAPTER ONE 

Introductory 

1. Obeisance to the Supreme Soul, Rudra, Viynu and 
Brahma, 1 the lord of Pradhana and Purusa* and the cause of 
creation, sustenance and dissolution. 

2-4. The sage Narada 3 went to Naimisa 4 after worshipping 
Siva, in all the holy centres, 5 viz. Sailela, Sarigamcsvara, 
Hiranyagarbha, Svarlina, Avimukta, Mahalaya, Raudra, Gopre- 
k?aka, the excellent Paiupata, Vighncsvara, Kedara, Gomayu- 
ke£vara, Hiranyagarbha, Candre$a, Tsanya, Trivisfapa and 
Sukrebvara. 

5. On seeing Narada, the residents ofNaimisa were delight- 
ed in their minds. After honouring him they offered him a 
befitting seat. 

1. The Saiva Puranas trace the origin of Brahmi, Vif^u and Rudra 
to the Supreme Spirit (Maheivara) and assign the functions of creation 
existence and dissoludon of the universe to each respectively. In fact, 
the three gods represent the three attributes — sattva, rajas and tamas which 
together form Pradh&na — the original source of the universe. Thus, the 
trinitarian pattern of the Cosmos is a single whole at its base. Cf. Devi 
Bhdga. i.8. 2-4. 

2. Pradhana — the primary or unevolved matter, the original source 
of the material world. 

Puruya — the twenty-sixth principle represented as passive and a spec- 
tator of the working of Prakrti — the creative force. He is distinguished 
from the personal soul(j!va) as the latter is the enjoyer of the fruits of the 
World-Tree. Cf. I. 28.7; II. 17. 26-27. 

3. N&rada — the mind-bom son of Brahmi and a divine sage who 
acts as a messenger between gods and men. 

4. Naimiya or Nauniia, mod. Nimsar. It is situated in the Slt&pur 
district in the Uttara Pradeia, on the left bank of the Gosnatl river. The 
place is so called because the rim (nimi) of the revolving wheel of virtue 
was shattered here and virtue had to make a permanent abode in this 
region [Vdyu 2.7). Or the place is 10 called because here an army of 
asuras was destroyed by the sage Gauramukha in a twinkling of eye. (Cf. 
VarSha quoted in ST.) On the authority of the Matsya Purd?a, A Borooah 
[Ancient Geography cf India) places it about the confluence of the Gomatl and 
the Ganges. It was sacred in the Kyta age, as Puylsara in the Treti, Kuru- 
kyetra in the Dv&para, the Ganges in the Kali age. 

5. For detail about the holy centres, see part I. Gh. 98. 




